VOICES FROM AFGHANISTAN – CORPORAL JAMIE HILTON
I’m Corporal Jamie Edward Hilton, I’m the Section Commander in 2 LANCS.  First of all we went to a place called The Badger between Garesh and Lashkar Gar and we did a couple of patrols, held the road open for the first polls for the elections.  While we were there I did some mentoring with the Afghan Army which was really good, really enjoyed that.  We only did a week of it but we helped them along, did a couple of patrols with them.  I’ve done a Longreach course as well, so that helped, that’s come on a long way.

I did Iraq and compared to that it’s been really intense.  In Iraq they’ll just ‘shoot and scoot’, fire a couple of rounds in each direction and then go away, whereas here they’re constantly attacking you.  They’ll find different ways – very intelligent enemy – and I won’t take that away from them.  They’re fighting for something they believe in and they’re really intelligent, trying to outflank you all the time, hitting you from different firing points.  They are good, but we’re here to do a job and we’re trained to an extent better and we’re doing a really good job over here.
We’re making a difference to the population, they’re not living in fear any more.  Their freedom of movement’s a lot better, they can do basically what they want instead of what the Taliban want.  We’re helping the population with building a new bridge, we’re building new centres, schools, teaching the younger generation that are coming up.  The farmers are getting fertiliser, they’re getting help with their agriculture – we’re making a difference.

