RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA – MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM 25th JAN 2010

Raleigh is the State Capital of North Carolina and also North Carolina’s second largest city.  One of North Carolina’s finest performing arts facilities and home to North Carolina Symphony, is the Memorial Auditorium.  It is a versatile theatre seating over 2200 and presents performances in opera, ballet, orchestral music, musical theatre, comedy and popular music.

This was our 3rd trip back to North Carolina and the route had by now become recognisable.  The 4½-hour journey from Fairfax, Virginia involved a rest stop for 2 hours at an Outlet Centre – a shopper’s paradise!  After some food, a little mooch around the shops was in order, and why not?  With their prices less than half the U.K., the band singlehandedly managed to keep Abercrombie & Fitch and Ralph Lauren in business.   Now, where’s my 3rd suitcase?
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WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS – MECHANICS HALL 27th JAN 2010

Today proved to be a very long day, and was the first of the internal flights of the tour.  Two flights in the same day in fact, THEN a show!  We left the hotel early in the morning, as the flight was due to take off at 9am.  With 30 minutes difference between the band Pipes and Drums flights, we arrived at the airport and made our way to the departure lounge.  When the time came for the Pipes to board their aircraft, a message on the departure board stated that their flight was cancelled.  There was then a flurry of activity between the ticket desk and Diane, our tour director.  A short time later she confirmed that the Pipes and Drums had been re-routed through New York.

An hour and twenty minutes later we landed at Philadelphia airport and had about an hour before our connecting flight – just enough time to grab yet more fast-food!  We then boarded our second flight which, again, took an hour before we landed in Providence, where our ever faithful driver, Bob, and our all too familiar coach awaited us!

On rendezvous at the other end, we didn’t have to wait too long for the Pipes and Drums to catch up, and we were soon on our way.

Mechanics Hall is internationally regarded as one of the world’s great concert halls due to its superb acoustics and inspirational beauty.  It is named after Worcester County Mechanics Association which was formed in 1842 to educate the city’s industrial workers.  As beautiful a venue as it is, this was by far the most logistically challenging of the tour to date.  The only access to the stage was via a few narrow steps either side.  This was not ideal for 70 musicians squashing past each other in an effort to get onto the platform at the correct time.  Nevertheless, with careful tweaking and editing, the show was another success.
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BUFFALO, NEW YORK – MAIN STAGE, CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 28th JAN 2010

Buffalo is located in Western New York on the eastern shores of Lake Erie and at the head of the Niagara River.  It originated around 1789 as a small trading community and grew quickly after the opening of the Erie Canal in 1825.  Main Stage, is the largest of the four theatres in the performing arts building, with a seating capacity of 1748 and state of the art technologies. 
Whilst in Buffalo the temperature plummeted to -7 Celsius.  We left for the venue at 4.30pm in the midst of a snow storm, with poor visibility for our coach driver Bob.

The audience were a little reserved, but warmed up as the performance progressed and by the end of the show the bands had another standing ovation.  Before we could load the kit wagon snow had to be brushed off the loading ramps, and there was even worse visibility on the return journey but we made it safely.
[image: image10.jpg]


 [image: image11.jpg]


 [image: image12.jpg]



ROCHESTER, NEW YORK – NAZARETH COLLEGE ARTS CENTRE 29th Jan 2010

Rochester is New York State’s second largest economy known as the ‘Worlds Image Centre’.  It is also New York’s 3rd most populated city after Buffalo and New York City.

Nazareth College Arts Centre was originally built in 1967 and is home to Rochester Children’s Theatre, Bach Children’s Choir and the Rochester City Ballet.  It also houses Nazareth College department of art, music, theatre, musicals, opera, recitals and art exhibitions.

Today we had some free time before the show, so a trip to Niagara Falls was organised for those interested.  Even colder than Rochester – the temperature was a bracing -9 Celsius and it was snowing!  The 1½ hour drive was worth it, as the view was spectacular.  The falls were part frozen and all were covered in snow.  It proved so cold that some cameras ceased up as their mechanisms froze.  Thankfully, enough people managed to get photographs to be able to donate some to those less fortunate.  Unfortunately we weren’t able to cross the border to the Canadian side which has the better view, due to time restraints.  It was however possible to get an idea of its imposing enormity and beauty.  Definitely a view to remember!
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NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS - ZEITERION THEATRE 30th JAN 2010

New Bedford is situated 51 miles south of Boston and is nicknamed ‘The Whaling City’.  During the 19th century it was one of the most important whaling ports in the world, and still is America’s number 1 fishing port.  

A reception was held before the performance.  The DOM, BM and a few members of band attended at which Mayor, Senator and the cities’ movers and shakers attended.

An official resolution was passed, stating:

Be it hereby known to all that: The City Council of New Bedford, Massachusetts hereby offers its sincerest congratulations to The Band of the Irish Guards and The Royal Regiment of Scotland in recognition of your visit to the United States and performance at the Zeiterion Theatre.  The Entire Citizenry extends its very best wishes on this memorable occasion and expresses the hope for continued good fortune.  Given this 30th day of January, 2010 and signed by the Mayor, County President and Councillor.
There then followed some Scottish dancing, after which a piper played the official party to the theatre.                         
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PORTLAND, MAINE – CUMBERLAND COUNTY CIVIC 31st JAN 2010
The peninsula was first permanently settled in 1633 and was established as a fishing and trading village named Casco until 1658 when Massachusetts took it over and it was renamed Falmouth.

With a seating capacity of 6733 people (9000 for concerts), the Cumberland arena was built in 1977 at a cost of $8 million and is home to the Portland Pirates ice hockey team.  Dire Straits also played there as part of their ‘Brothers in Arms’ World Tour in 1985.

This was the 2nd of our arena shows, and unusually, a 2pm performance.  We needed to rehearse for this performance as there were no markers on the ground.  More than anything we relied on experience to pull show together quickly.
For such a huge open space, the crowd of over 2,000 turned out to be most responsive in their appreciation.  After the show, as the journey back to the hotel was 3 hours, a decision was made for us to stay behind in the town for some food.  A nice idea if you liked seafood.  Unless, unfortunately, you were Sgt Everiss or Musn Williams, both of whom fell foul of food poisoning from their lobster and clams.  Thankfully both are now fully recovered.
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