PEMBROKE, NORTH CAROLINA – GIVENS PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 19th JAN

The performance went well except for a few difficulties with the Céilidhe band radio microphones.  Initially the audience was slightly unresponsive but they were soon warmed up as the show progressed.
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CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINA – PARAMOUNT THEATRE 20th JAN
This was the smallest size stage so far on the tour.  So much so, that all the instruments had to remain on the truck, as there is no room to unload them.  The band played ‘happy birthday’ for the Pipe Major’s following the rehearsal.
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NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA – FERGUSON CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 21st JAN 2010

This theatre was much larger than we had previously experienced and more like we imagined all the venues would be like.  Once the performance got underway, it felt more comfortable and easier to see where everyone was supposed to be.  Although not overly long, the commentary was shortened to make the show slicker.  In the corridors around the dressing rooms were posters of artists that had previously performed.  These included Tower of Power and Wynton Marsalis.
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RICHMOND, VIRGINIA – CARPENTER CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 22nd JAN

This was the best venue to date – a classic old movie theatre complete with ornamental clouds and frescos.  It had recently been refurbished and gave an intimate feel to the performance.  Due to the layout of the stage it was impossible for the soloists to interact closely with the audience due of a lack of access.
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NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY – STATE THEATRE 23rd JAN 2010

It was the audience that made this performance spectacular and were so responsive to all the aspects of the show.  This was particularly evident in the sales of merchandise and Irish Guards wristband donations with one individual donating $400.
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FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA – CENTRE FOR THE ARTS CONCERT HALL 24th JAN 2010

The venue was phenomenal and was hard to believe that it was part of the arts department for a normal university.  For the first time on the trip we had a matinee and evening show, with some downtime in the middle.  Musician David Williams met John Wright who was previously in the US Marines Band and he was full of nothing but praise for the band and the cornet section in particular.
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