CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA – BELK THEATRE 12th JAN 2010
The scheduled US Airways departure from Gatwick for Sunday 10th was cancelled due to the adverse weather conditions.  An alternative flight from Heathrow had therefore to be hastily found for an extra 70 passengers.  Thankfully we made it to the first show of the 11-week tour which was warmly received by the North Carolina audience.  The band was delighted to stay in the Marriott hotel in the centre of Charlotte opposite the 1,900 seater Belk Theatre.
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BETHLEHEM, PENNSYLVANIA – STABLER ARENA 14th JAN 2010

This was the first long road trip – 565 miles, to perform in Bethlehem.  The full band of 35 was deployed for this arena performance, with the addition of an Honour Guard from the local cadet force.  Kevin Coates MBE, former Band Sergeant Major of the Coldstream Guards Band is now the training officer for the cadet force here and gave everyone a very warm welcome.  Bethlehem used to be the hub of the steel industry in America but like much of its heavy industry; it has declined in recent years.  The huge disused site was recently used in the Hollywood blockbuster ‘Transformers 2’.
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GETTYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA - MAJESTIC THEATRE 15th JAN 2010
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A warm welcome was given to the band in this historic town.  Whilst it was a small venue, the band quickly won over the capacity crowd.  On chatting to folk following the show, they told us that the theatre was almost sold out as far back as last September.  Many of the band members took the opportunity during our short stay to visit the surrounding area, which are largely unchanged since the epic Civil War battle of 1863.
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ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND - ROBERT E. PARILLA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 16th JAN 2010

Rockville is a town with 60,000 inhabitants and is situated in the county of Montgomery.  The phrase ‘The show must go on,’ came to mind when an electrical failure backstage occurred during the interval.  It was quickly resolved and thankfully did not put a stop to the performance.
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WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA - SARAH GRAHAM KENAN MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM 17th JAN 2010

The weather changed overnight and suddenly became much warmer, which meant the snow we had experienced on the first day began to disappear.  This evening’s performance was another full house and the audience responded warmly to the rousing and often patriotic selection of music.  Staying at the Hilton in Wilmington next to the riverside gave a well-earned day off.  This meant that everyone had time to recuperate from the heavy performance travelling schedule.  Wilmington proved to be in interesting town and was strategically important during the Civil War.  Being a port, it was able to re-supply the Confederate Army by continuing to trade cotton and tobacco.
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