INDIANA, PENNSYLVANIA – FISHER AUDITORIUM 2 FEB 10
Having just had a day off in Hartford, it made the thought of today’s estimated seven-hour journey feel more bearable.  The holiday Inn that greeted us as we arrived just looked like a snow covered roadside motel but turned out to be what everyone called ‘a bit strange’ and somewhat reminiscent of Butlins.  On the inside it was like a small holiday village with chalet-type rooms overlooking the swimming pool and indoor sun beds with patio umbrellas, so it was certainly different!   The somewhat Edwardian design of Indiana’s Fishers Auditorium gave the building an impressive stance amongst the more modern surroundings of the area.  Some of the band members enjoyed meeting up with the distinguished composer and conductor Jack Stamp, who holds a faculty chair within the university. 
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GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN – FOREST HILLS FINE ARTS CENTER 3 FEB 10
The Forest Hills Fine Arts Center of Grand Rapids was a very modern contemporary venue with a much welcomed large stage.  Thankfully, the abundance of snow didn’t deter another enthusiastic audience.  We must thank the friendly staff of the venue for laying on a sumptuous selection of food for everyone, a nice change from Pretzels and chocolate!  The seven hour bus journey through Pennsylvania today really displayed the impressive landscape of the State.  The frozen rivers and lakes along with the abundance of snow across the fields and forests showed how far temperatures can plummet in this part of the world.
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EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN – CATHERINE HERRICK COBB HALL 4 FEB 10
Today, finally brought a much welcomed short journey to East Lansing, the home town of Michigan State University.  The area around the hotel seemed fairly quiet upon arrival but turned out to have an array of music venues and restaurants along the town’s main street, which allowed for easy post show wind-down near the hotel.   The Catherine Herrick Cobb Great Hall was situated within the vast campus of the State University and as a result brought a few younger faces into the audience, including many music students.  The Hall’s main entrance had very artistic paintings above the doors, depicting ‘Arts and History’ to welcome people as they entered the building.  With the plummeting temperatures as we inched our way northwards, everyone began to think off the joy of getting back to the warmth of the south! 
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WHEATON, ILLINOIS – EDMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 5 FEB 10
With a much welcomed short journey today, the bands arrived in Chicago, the home of the ‘Blues’.  Upon arrival, the city certainly lived up to its name of ‘the windy city’ with a biting cold wind and the start of a snow storm.  With only two hours to take in this great city, most people ventured out in search of the home of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra at the Symphony Center, which turned out to be two blocks from our hotel, the Essex Inn.  The more adventurous minority went to the Willis Tower, a skyscraper that tourists can ascend and step onto the glass floored platforms protruding from the building 103 floors above ground level.  The Edman Memorial Chapel, part of Wheaton College, Illinois,  was the venue for the evenings show and delivered one of the most responsive and inviting audiences of the show so far. 
Once back to the hotel a group from the band headed to Buddy Guy’s - A world renowned blues venue.  LSgt’s Matt McKay and Clark Doidge took their saxophones along and sat in with the blues band, both blowing great improvisations to the delight of the audience.
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CLINTON, MICHIGAN – MACOMB CENTER 6 FEB 10
An extremely icy wind whipping off Lake Michigan was to send us on our way as we reluctantly departed Chicago!   Much to the amusement of the traditional jazzers of the band, we stopped for the lunch break in Kalamazoo.  The stop was to unfortunately confirm that we were indeed heading northwards from Chicago as it continued to get colder!   The Macomb Center for Performing Arts brought a larger audience than expected and they were very appreciative of the show, which was more than visible from the standing ovation at the end!
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TORONTO, CANADA – ROY THOMPSON HALL 7 FEB 10
A very early departure time greeted everyone this morning.  The 6am leave was a result of the afternoon show across the Canadian border to its fantastic city, Toronto.   The Roy Thomson Hall was the venue for today’s show and there was lots of outside photo opportunities, as the hall had Toronto’s CN Tower overlooking it.  Unfortunately, the tower’s revolving restaurant was not to be enjoyed by the Band, due to a quick turn-around before the performance.  The concert hall had a modern interior and fine acoustics.  One could immediately tell why the Toronto Symphony Orchestra has made it their home.  Today’s audience was made up of many ex-Guardsmen and also some Canadian World War II veterans.  This resulted in much pre and post show banter which was to be expected, and all were glad that the ‘Micks’ had finally made it to Toronto.
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