EXERCISE STEPPE EAGLE
Lieutenant Colonel Paul Uden:  We’re in Kazakhstan as part of the NATO Partnership for Peace exercise programme which gives us an opportunity to train the Kazak Airmobile Brigade and also ourselves.  When we’re in Afghanistan or any other conflict area as part either NATO or under the UN Mandate, we will train alongside other Armies, and so it gives us an opportunity to understand other Armies and how they operate and also to know about their interoperability.
We have half of the Battalion training the Kazak Battalion in Peace Support Operation and that includes mobile patrolling, foot patrolling, vehicle checkpoints, base security and public order training.  But in addition to that, it’s a great opportunity for one of our Companies to go and conduct live firing on some excellent ranges here which are very similar to the terrain and arid conditions that we’d find in Afghanistan.

Lieutenant Colonel Charlie Barnett:  This morning I’ve been teaching part of a training team – a Company from the 2nd Kazak Battalion.  The training package we’ve got here is essentially peacekeeping which is something they haven’t done before.  They’ve done a lot of warfighting training, but in order for them to take part in modern operations, we need to teach them a different type of tactic, a tactic which allows integration with the civilian population.

Sergeant Phil Houseman:  We’ve been going through basic patrolling skills, so we’ve been covering just simple principles of patrolling and also going some of the main drills, hand drills that we cover and then moving on to contact drills as well.  But we’re keeping it at quite a base level and just progressing it, seeing how they progress and then obviously upping the anti as they get a grip of the actual drills.

Various soldiers:  

It’s similar to Afghanistan in a way, it’s very hot, dusty.  It’s nice today because we’ve got a bit of a breeze blowing so it’s taken that intense heat off.  But especially between sort of 2 to 3 o’clock when the temperatures are up to nearly 40º, so it is quite hot – not something we’re used to back in the UK.

Corporal Darren Miles:  This has been the first firing exercise of our 2 weeks here, just getting into the swing of things, into the mechanics of things, working as new people in the new fire team, starting from scratch.

Lieutenant Craig Grieves:  The 7 RIFLES guys have done pairs and individual fire manoeuvre back at home in Brecon and coming our here, we’re being them up, through fighting and over the coming days, Section, Platoon and finally a Company attack.
