AFGHAN SOLDIERS PARADE THROUGH LIVERPOOL
We’re delighted to be able to walk through Liverpool today, to march through as a Battalion after such a hard tour in Sangin and it is humbling to see the welcome that we’ve been given by the people of Liverpool.  As I understand it they sang as a kind of public choir ‘You’ll Never Walk Alone’ just before the Lord Mayor’s party arrived on the inspection and I know that there were hairs on the back of every single one of my Riflemen’s necks.
But it is greatly humbling, it is extraordinary to come back and see so many people turn out and to be able to show their support and we knew we had that support when we were forward in Sangin, but it’s not until you come home and you see it first hand and you see the people lining the streets, you see the people giving their support to the Battalion that you really understand just how closely we were held during our time in Sangin.

2 RIFLES is part of 19 Brigade and every unit in 19 Brigade had a very significant fight over the summer and we all, under Brigadier Tim’s leadership, played our part to be able to push forward progress across Helmand.

But it’s important to be able to come back today to Liverpool, to be able to see that support that we’ve got from people across the breadth of society and they people have been saying to me how grateful they are for what The Rifles have done – what ever their rank and what ever work they did in Sangin – and that is humbling for us to see first-hand.

