R IRISH RECRUITING DVD
Various R IRISH soldiers:  My family was always in the Army, generations and generations back and it’s always something that I’ve wanted to do, something I’ve strived to do from when I left school.
My cousin left school a few months before me and he actually joined the Army before me, he was up at the Depot in Ballymena and I went to his Passing Out Parade and once he got in the Battalion he was on the phone to me most days, like he said it was a good career choice.  So then I went to the Recruiting Office in Portadown and put my name down.
I joined the Royal Irish Regiment because of all the people back home and it’s a good thing if you go anywhere, abroad or especially here in Co Antrim, going away over to England you’re surrounded with people from back home.

Commentator:  The Irish soldier has always been renowned as a fearsome warrior.  Since the forming of the Enniskillen Fusiliers in 1689, Irish Regiments have served the Crown with pride.  The Royal Irish Fusiliers of Barossa, the Enniskillen Fusiliers of Waterloo, and the County Downs or later The Royal Ulster Rifles at Yancy and all 3 Regiments, each with many battalions, during both the 1st and 2nd World War and particularly at the Somme.

In 1992 the Rangers and UDR were amalgamated to form the Royal Irish Regiment.  The 1st Battalion of the Royal Irish Regiment is the last Irish line Infantry battalion in the Army.  The new Regiment has served in operations in Bosnia, Northern Ireland, Kosovo, Sierra Leone and Iraq.

Various R IRISH soldiers:  16 Brigade, I’ve been in it before when we were based in Canterbury, but what it means is it’s a rapid deployable force, it can go anywhere in the world on operations.  It was mainly designed to secure or open entry points for other forces to come down and occupy that area.  It’s a very good brigade to be in, travel wise and operational wise.  If you want to be in the nitty-gritty of things, 16 Air Assault is the brigade to be in to get deployed all around the world.

When I joined up I had a choice between going to the anti-tanks, the mortars or to the RAG-A and it just appealed to me – mortars.
Initially you may be a Rifleman for a few months or whatever, but myself, I’m heavy weapons specialised and I’m in the Mortar Platoon myself.  So once you get to the Battalion, if you want to go somewhere like mortars, anti-tank missiles, heavy machineguns, become a sniper, you can do that all when you get here.  I’ve got a lot of friends in the Machinegun Platoon that actually went away on courses to learn to play bagpipes, drums, bugles, stuff like that.
When everyone goes through their Phase 1 or Basic Training, they get a Public Services NVQ and when you come to the  Battalion you can further them, you can do all courses like your ECDL.  It’s like a learning centre in actual Fort George itself so any spare time at the weekends, there’s a full internet suite as well, you can go over and learn direct from the courses for the Army as well, so any spare time you’ve got you can go over and further your courses or any career courses you want to get on as well.

In training I gained 3 NVQs in computers, English and maths which I wasn’t too happy on in school, I didn’t get great grades in.  So they’ve took what I had and built on it.

I’ve now got a total of 8 NVQs and I’ve got all my driving licences.
I was a young lad, I had no experience within the Army whatsoever, I didn’t even know how to do my boots or iron my kit.  They teach you from scratch how to iron your kit, how to dress yourself, how to put your boots on.  Also if you’re not too good at spelling or writing, when I joined it was called the Junior Leaders and once you’ve done your training during the day, there’s like civilians came in and taught you how to read, how to write and things like that, so it’s not just Army-wide, but civilian-wide you can learn how to read, you can learn how to write as well.

The first few weeks is operational process, because as you know yourself, trying to bring a civilian into a military life just straight away, it just doesn’t happen straight away.  That’s why we have training and the first 12 weeks sort of breaks it in nice and slow for you so you can get the hang of things and then after week 12, that’s when it gets more intense.

In the accommodation itself you have people who’ve been in a lot longer or Lance Corporals or Corporals who live in the block, they usually get the single man rooms, but then there’s also 2-man rooms as well, so you’ll be sharing with someone, but sometimes some people prefer to share so you’ve got a bit of character at night-times as well.

The facilities are just great, washing facilities very clean and we’ve a bar on camp itself and a restaurant, you just go in, maybe if you’re hungry at night, go down, reasonable prices, good and cheap, maybe if you’re older and want a pint, better than doing nothing.
It’s not a bad life.  It is out of the way, but you’ve got the NAAFI so you can go over at night-times if there’s any football on, watch the football, have a beer, get chips or whatever.  There’s also a, if you’re really into your fitness, there’s a small gym on camp and then just up the road there’s another gym as well, and there’s also a sauna in the gym as well.  There’s quite a lot to do as well.

The holiday’s really good.  You get a minimum of 6 weeks holiday depending on your operational deployment.  You get summer holidays, Christmas, Easter, usually Bank Holidays as well, so the holidays are really good, plus they’re paid so you’re sitting on your bum while you’re on holiday and you’re getting paid for it.

Wherever you’re stationed, wherever you’re on exercise, if you’ve got a couple of nights off, you’ll be able to go out and have a few drinks in the bar with the lads to relax.

You work as a platoon during the day, you go out as a platoon during the weekend, everybody’s the best of mates.

Every Wednesday afternoon there’s usually a sports afternoon, so if you’re interested in any sport or just want to try and do sport there’s like different sports clubs you can go along and have a go at it, especially up in the gym there’s rock climbing walls and cross country or anything at all.

There’s always something to do.  Maybe go up to the gym and get fit, get your body in good shape.
I learnt how to box, I joined the Company Boxing Team, so it was a very new experience for me.  I learned how to box.  I learned how to play football, wasn’t very big in football, however once I got into the Army, it was good, enjoyable.  There’s a wide range of sports you can do: hockey, football, basketball, any sport that you love or you would like to try.  Also adventure training wise, I’ve done parachuting, I’ve done white water rafting, I’ve done abseiling, I’ve done rock climbing.

You can go anywhere in the world.
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