INTRODUCTION

The following pages provides a brief history of the

long and glorious service of the forebear regiments of

The Princess of Walesods Royal
Regiment, formed in 1992, from the amalgamation of

The Queendés Regiment and The
Regiments the proud inheritor of a history extending

back to the very earliest beginnings of the British

Army. The examples of valour, adherence to duty, and
fortitude, continue to inspire the current officers and

soldiers of the modern Regiment, who are proud to

belong to the oldest and most senior English Regiment

of the Line.

Any brief history is complicated by the diverse nature

of the Regimentodos forebears.
regiments of Surrey, Kent, Sussex, Middlesex and
Hampshire, which have exparmbland contracted in an
everchanging political climate. The names of these
regiments have changed over the centuries and have
included The Queends Royal R
Buffs (3rd Foot), The East Surrey Regiment (31st and

70th Foot), The Royal Sesx Regiment (35th and

107th Foot), The Royal Hampshire Regiment (37th and
67th Foot), The Queends Own I
Regiment (50th and 97th Foot) and The Middlesex

Regiment (57th and 77th Foot). This section seeks to

link the strands of their history mrder to intrigue both

the military expert and the layman reader. The

narrative concentrates on regular army service,

although the contribution of the Militia, Volunteers and

Ter r i mostnotde underestimated, both as

individual reinforcements arfdrmed units,

particularly in the two world wars. The contribution to all ranks by past cadets is also
acknowledged.

The Regiment has been represented in virtually every campaign of the British Army and

provided a significant contribution to many famoastles. This has included Blenheim,

Quebec, Minden, Albuhera, Sobraon, Sevastopol, Gallipoli, Ypres, Kohima, Salerno and

many more. In more recent years, the Regiment has helped bring the Cold War to a

successful conclusion and was represented in the agimspga Korea, Malaya, Kenya,

Cyprus, Aden, Borneo and Northern Ireland. The inherited traditions of the Princess of

Wal esds Royal Regiment, which include the re
determination, loyalty and good humour, are second to none.



THE BEGINNING

The origin of the Regiment can be tracedhe 1st May
1572, when 3,000 men of the Trained Bands of London
paraded before Queen Elizabeth | at Greenwich. Three
hundred of them volunteered to go to the aid of the
Dutch in their revolt against Spain, as a formed
company under the command of CaptBhomas

Morgan. The force expanded to four English regiments
and in 1665, half of them returned to England, rather
than swear allegiance to the then liberated Dutch and
formed Our Holland Regiment. Despite their Tudor
origin, they were numbered the 4tbdk, raised to the

3rd Foot in 1689. By 1751, they were known as the
Buffs, due to their buff uniform facings. Two centuries
before, in 1415, the origin o
badges, the Hampshire rose, was established. Henry V
awarded this badge to tAeained Bands of Hampshire
following their feats during the Battle of Agincourt.

The 2nd or Tangier Regiment of Foot had its first muster on
Putney Heath on the 14th October 1661. It was raised in ord
garrison the Port of Tangier, which King &tes Il had acquireq
as part of the dowry, when he married Catherine of Braganz
I nfanta of Portugal. The Qu
remained in Tangier for twentyree years until the port was

evacuated. The RegirmenofTéanigf ou
16806 is the oldest in the d
Regi ment al Col our together S
The Queenbdés took part in th ou
Sedgemoor, against the protestant Duke of Moumt h 6 s
force. There they gained th Ki
their cap badge and the manner in which their Colonel put d
the rebellion. Four years later, having fought for King James
Sedgemoor, The Queen o Battlé af Thg at
Boyne in Ireland and helped to relieve the Siege of Londond
Both The Queends and The Bu o]

William in Flanders i nile@Ki ng T 0
against His Most Catholic Majesty Louis XIV of France andyfdwsideby-side at the battle
of Landen in 1693.



THE WAR OF THE SPANISH SUCCESSION 170713

Conflict with France was to continue 4
for many years, despite the end of 8
King Williambés W
time that many other forebear
regiments had their beginnings. The ‘
were known by the name of their | Ji v/
Colonels, but this Guide will refer to£ g/‘ ThZ
them by th& number as a Line P
regiment in order to avoid confusiors" %38 S5
even though the numbering system gt :
was not introduced until 1750. :
Eighteen new regiments were to be
raised in the period 1701702, six of
which were primarily for sea service.

In 1701, the 35th Foolater The Royal Sussex Regiment, was raised in Belfast by The 3rd

Earl of Donegal. The soldiers were protestant UiSkawts, and as a mark of favour King

William granted them the unique distinction of wearing orange facings. In 1702,

0Mer edi t th&ootlater Thie HamPBshire Regiment was also raised in Ireland and in

the same year, Villiersdé Marines, the 31st F

The Grand Alliance of England, the Netherlands and The Holy Roman Empire ( Austria)

was seagainst France, because Louis XIV had claimed the vacant throne of Spain for his
grandson Philip. King Wi lliamds successor, C(
Foot was warned for sea service. The tradition of enjoying the privilege of drihiarigyal

toast sitting down, because deck beams were too low to allow men to stand up, stems from

the sea service of both the 31st and the 35th Foot.
The Queenb6és, The Buffs, the 31st and the 35t
CadizinZ 02, whil st the 31st Foot participated i
defence of Gibraltar i n 1704. The Queenobts, T
Army of one of Britainds greatest commander s
his famous march across Europe and long campaign against the French.

The Queenbds were to gain the first O6Royal 6 t
The Regiment was quartered with a Dutch Regiment, when 40,000 French attacked in order

todestroy Marl boroughoés allied Dutch forces.
for twenty-eight hours before being forced to surrender, gaining time for the remainder of the
Dutch force to regroup and r e pdtogethdrwithtfhe e nc
mottoes OPristinae Virtutis Memord (Mindfu
Triumphanté (Victorious even in Adversity)

h.
I

The Buffs and the 37th Foot also fought with
famous quartet of lte honours consisting of Blenheim (1704), Ramillies (120%6),

Oudenarde (1708) and Malplaquet (1709). It was probably in 1707 that The Buffs received

the Dragon as their badge in token of their Tudor origin. The War of The Spanish Succession
ended wih The Treaty of Utrecht in 1713.



THE WAR OF THE AUSTRIAN SUCCESSION 1740748

The War of The Austrian Succession arose from a dispute between

enemies were again France and Spain. The Buffs, the 31st and the
37th Foot fought at Dettingen, which was a great victory hed t

last occasion on which an English king (George Il) commanded his
army in battle. The 31st Foot later received heavy casualties at
Fontenoy.

The Buffs and the 37th Foot returned to England and helped deal

with the second Jacobite rebellion of 1745. Betfpiments formed

part of the Duke of Cumberl andds
Prince Charlie at Falkirk and Culloden, although at the end of the

\War, which was marked by The Treaty of Aa«Chapelle, they

were back in Flanders.

t hree candi dates for the Austrian



THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR 1754 1763
AND THE SEVEN YEAR®BY WAR 1756

Britain, Prussia and Portugal were aligned against France, Austria, Russia, Sweden and

Pol and, during the Seven Yearsd War. The War
world war, because of its ggphical spread and its aftermath helped to forge the British

Empire.

The French and I ndian War was the American p
two years later in Europe. In June 1756, the 35th Foot arrived in the Hudson Valley to form

part ofthe Garrison of Fort William Henry on Lake George. In July 1757, the fort was

attacked by a large force of French and Iroquois indians under the Marquis of Montcalm.

After expending all ammunition, the garrison was forced to surrender with the honours of

war, but was treacherously ambushed with wives and families en route to the British post
fifteen miles away. The dhedastyfThesMohicansxd i n Fen
October of the same year, the 35th helped capture Louisbourg, but theistgrieabey was

to be at Quebec.

After a series of defeats, the French concent
in the area of Quebec. The allied assault on 1
positions was led by the thirtyo-yearold
General James Wolfe, who was the first ColGz e
of the 67th Foot, later ThHeouth Hampshire
Regiment. Thanks to the navigational skills o
Captain James Cook, who later became the
explorer, the British effectively penetrated the .
St. Lawrence River and blockaded Quebec. 7 )

On the night of the 12/13th September 1759, the agsgéitirce, which included the 35th,
climbed the Heights of Abraham. The Regiment was in a crucial position at the right of the

l'ine at first | ight. At about 1000 hours Mon
attack and had approached to within thiive yards before Wolfe gave the order to fire and
then, to quote Fortescue, the British Armyoés
perfect volley ever fired on a battlefield burst forth as if from a single monstrous weapon,
fromendtoendaof he British | ined. The French unit i

Roussillon Regiment. Regimental tradition has it that as they retreated, the French threw
down their hats, the feathers from which the advancing 35th put in their own head dress. The
Roussillon Plume later became part of the badge of The Royal Sussex Regiment and the 13th
September became their Regimental Day. Wolfe and Montcalm were both killed in the battle
and General Amherst completed the conquest of Canada. The 35th completedrtheir w
alongside The Buffs in a campaign against the French possessions of Martinique and
Guadeloupe.

The years 1756 to 1758 marked the raising of four further forebear regiments. The 2nd

Battalion of the 31st Foot, which became the 70th Foot and later cambitinethe 31st to

form The East Surrey Regiment, was raised in Glasgow. Also raised were the 50th Foot, later
The Queenbdés Own Royal West Kent Regiment (th
IV), the 57th Foot, later the senior forebear of The Middddegiment, and the 67th Foot,

later to become with the 37th Foot, The Hampshire Regiment.



THE BATTLE OF MINDEN

On the 1st August 1759, the 37th Foot fought at The Battle of Minden, during the Seven

Yearso6 War. This is now one of the three mai
Royal Regiment. The French Army of Marshal de Contades was marching towaras/éfann
and to block this move, Ferdinand, Duke of B

force included six British infantry regiments, one of which was the 37th Foot.

As the French approached, the British infantry were issued the confusing obdArdov a n c e
with drums beating in proper timed. The tern
advance, whilst the Duke meant oO0in due cours
advanced, in spite of crossfire from sixty French guns. Theg then charged by French

cavalry, who were engaged at ten yards to such devastating effect that the ground was strewn
with men and horses. The advance continued against two more cavalry charges, which were

also defeated. The French were driven from téle iin confusion as, uniquely, infantry had

attacked and scattered massed squadrons of cavalry.

On the 1st August each year, every officer a
Regi ment wears a O6Mindend r ose the87thwhos headdr
either before or after the Battle, picked eoges from the hedges and put them in their caps.

This tradition was inherited from The Royal
finished with the Peace of Paris of 1763.



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION OR
THE WAR OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE 1773783

There were no battle honours awarded to the
the American War of Independence. Although the regiments fought with distinction and
achieved many victoriesgainst the rebel forces, the colonies successfully rebelled against

the rule of King George Il with the support of France, Spain and the Netherlands. The Buffs,
31st, 35th, 37th and 57th Foot were all to take part in the War and the 50th particigated in

naval battle against the French off Ushant in 1778, serving as marines.

The 35th featured most prominently in the War in the first of the battles. They defeated the
rebels at Bunke ‘

Hill, Boston in g / / :

1775 andoined 4/ . /£ s /- / :

the 57th with L Sonns Sy T oy G
another victory & ‘.
at Brooklyn a  §*§"
year later. Also
in 1776 the 35tH ==
helped capture & A,
New York and
won the battle |

| v

the 31st were | A
part of General
Bur goyn i 8
force, which [ SES
surrendered at
Saratoga and the Light Compmy of t he 37th were present at
Yorktown.

COUNTY TITLES 1782

In 1782 county titles were allotted to Regiments of Foot although they retained their numbers

to indicate precedence. The Qasén&enwér ewasob
to The Buffs (3rd Foot), the 31st became the Huntingdonshire Regiment and the 70th the

Surrey Regiment. The 35th were initially linked with Dorsetshire until Sussex was substituted

in 1804, whilst the 50th were associated with West leadtthe 57th with West Middlesex.

The 37th and 67th were identified with the County of Hampshire; the 37th became the 37th

(North Hampshire) Regiment, whilst the 67th became the 67th (South Hampshire) Regiment.



THE FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY WAR 17981802

Franceds support to the American colonists h
French Revolution. The deposed king, Louis XVI, was suppdydeirussia and Austria,

who formed an alliance with Britain, Holland and Spain to restore the French monarchy, but
without success.

. _ In the summer of 1793, the
Queends were serving with the fleet commande
wassaing off Ushant in May 1794, with regi ment
flagship Queen Charl otte and His Majestyobds S
Russell. The enemy was sighted, but no attack was possible until 1st June. Thdl&gitis

formed line abreast to assault the French who were in line ahead on the port tack and at 0900
hours both fleets opened fire. The battle continued until the early afternoon, by which time

seven enemy ships had been captured and 3,000 casualtdtsdre#bainst 1,148 British
casualties. Among those killed was Lieutenan
tactical success and became the Regiment al D
the strategic level an important French grain corvay managed to reach France.

The Queenbdbs were awarded the Naval Crown on
réle in the Battle. The honour remains on the new Regimental Colour and the Regiment
continues to retain its relationship with the Rayalvy
through its close links with HMS Excellent at Portsmol
and its affiliation with current warships.

Mi ddl esex) served in FI a{s,gb’
disastrous expedition in 1794, whilst tBigth helped 3
defeat the French at Tournay and the 50th (West Ken
joined Nelson driving the French out of Corsica. The
Queends, The Buffs, 35th
all to take part in campaigns against French possessic
the West Indies, hogwer, heavy casualties were sustairieu

from yell ow fever, dysentery and other tropi
involved in the French supported Irish rebellion, and in the following year joined the 31st
(Huntingdonshire) and 35th (Dorski®) in the Helder campaign in Holland, during which

the French were defeated in every engagement. In addition, in 1800 the 35th, two battalions
strong, recovered Malta from the French. The Union Flag flew over Malta from that date




unt i | t hependenceaml®6d,svhen, tydceincidence, the flag was lowered for the
last time by The Royal Sussex Regiment, the successors to the 35th, who were the last British
Army Regiment to serve there.

= The Queendés and the 50th ( We:
' E G Y P\’TQ succes_sﬂ landing at Aboukir Bay, near Alexa_ndrig,
Egypt in 1801. This was part of a joint operation in
) Egypt against Napoleonds Arm
occupied and the French expelled. The badge of the
Sphinx was awarded as an honour to both regiments
and he Sphinx remains on the new Regimental
Colour.

Tippoo Sahib, the Sultan of Mysore and ally of

Napoleon had plans for his army to drive the British

out of those areas of India administered by the

Honourable East India Company. In October 1787, four neimesygs were raised, in the

name of the King, but in the pay of the Company, to provide greater protection for British
interests in India. They included the 77th (East Middlesex), which was raised in 1787, arrived
in Bombay in 1788 and fought its first Hatat Perripatam in March 1789. This forced

Tippoo Sahib to withdraw to his capital, Seringapatam. Volunteers from the Regiment made
up the O0Forl orn Hoped, the pessimistic name
led the attack on the citye8ngapatam fell and the body of Tippoo Sahib was found under a
mound of corpses in the north gateway. Subsequently, the 77th served in the first independent
command of Sir Arthur Wellesley, later Lord Wellington, in his campaign against the

Mahrattas in 802. The French Revolutionary War was brought to an end by The Treaty of
Amiens, 1802.




THE NAPOLEONIC WAR 18081815

Napoleon had signed the Amiens Treaty only to give himself time to prepare for his invasion

of England and fourteen months lake declared war again on the trumjpgxgrounds that

Britain had failed to hand back Malta to the Knights of St. John, in accordance with the

Treaty. In October 1805, at Trafalgar, Nelson removed the threat of French invasion, which

had ledtotherais;jm of some i nfantry regimentos 2nd ba
the 35th, the 37th and the 67th. The Napoleonic War, which involved most European nations
against France, continued until Napoleon Bonaparte was finally defeated by the allies at

Wateloo on the 18th June 1815. The 1st Battalion of the 35th (Sussex) Regiment helped

defeat the French at Maida in Italy in 1806, but the main British contribution to the War was

in Portugal and Spain, in what was called the Peninsular War.

THE PENINSULAR WAR 1808 1814

The Queenbés, The Buffs (East Kent), 31st (Hu
(West Kent), 57th (West Middlesex), 67th (South Hampshire) and 77th (East Middlesex) all

took part in the Peninsular campaign. The battle honours of \&n@arunna, Douro,

Talavera, Barrosa, Albuhera, Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz, Almaraz, Salamanca, Vittoria,

Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nive, Orthes, Toulouse and Peninsula were won by forebear regiments. It

is not surprising that the second Regimental Day of The Rrisce o f Wal es 6s Royal
Albuhera, comes from this War.

Following initial allied successes against General Junot in Portugal during 1808, Napoleon
decided to intervene personally. This compelled the force under Sir John Moore to withdraw
toCorunnafo evacuation by the British fleet. The
Buffs were amongst this exhausted army when it reached the port of Corunna and found that

the ships had not yet arrived. On the 16th January 1809, the French Marshal Soult attacked

the allied force and was defeated. The 50th repeated the bayonet charges, which the French

had been unable to face at Vimiera and their
John Moore who cried O6Well done myanditleej or s! 6
fatally wounded Charles Stanhope. Both were
Maj orsdé on the anniversary of the battle by
and, celebrated in | ater years by the 2nd Ba
Regimen.

THE TIGER 18051826

After twenty-one years of active service in India, the 67th (Sq
Hampshire) was ordered back to England in 1826. In
commemoration of this, King George IV authorised the figuraamiash s he N b

t he Royal Tiger with tobedorneonr d ndl a0 supers
its Regi ment al Col our and other appointments
retains this honour today and maintains the



THE WAR OF THE SPANISH SUCCESSION 170713

Conflict with France
was to contine for
many years, despite
the end of King
Wil liamos" .
was at this time tha A

f -
many other forebeafi " .
regiments had their%' 2
beginnings. They =
were known by the §
name of their ¥
Colonels, but this , ¥ o T &7 §
Guide will refer to = a——— S <R
them by their number as a Line regiment idesrto avoid confusion, even though th
numbering system was not introduced until 1750. Eighteen new regiments were to be raised
in the period 17011702, six of which were primarily for sea service.

=i

In 1701, the 35th Foot, later The Royal Sussex Regimes raised in Belfast by The 3rd

Earl of Donegal. The soldiers were protestant UiSkawts, and as a mark of favour King

William granted them the unique distinction of wearing orange facings. In 1702,

OMeredi thdsd, the 37t h ehRtavastalso rdisadtirelreland dan@éin Ha mp s
the same year, Villiersdé Marines, the 31st F

The Grand Alliance of England, the Netherlands and The Holy Roman Empire ( Austria)

was set against France, because Loui$ xdd claimed the vacant throne of Spain for his
grandson Philip. King Williamés successor, C
Foot was warned for sea service. The tradition of enjoying the privilege of drinking the loyal

toast sitting down, bewise deck beams were too low to allow men to stand up, stems from

the sea service of both the 31st and the 35th Foot.

The Queentdtés, The Buffs, the 31st and the 35t
Cadiz in 1702, whilst the 31st Foot parteip ed i n Admi r al Rookeds suc
defence of Gibraltar 1 n 1704. The Queenobds, T
Army of one of Britainbés greatest commander s
his famous march across Eurgged long campaign against the French.

The Queenbds were to gain the first O6Royal 6 t
The Regiment was quartered with a Dutch Regiment, when 40,000 French attacked in order

to destroy Mar | bforces. Uihg two alliedarégimenis dougbt wdntmuously

for twenty-eight hours before being forced to surrender, gaining time for the remainder of the

Dutch force to regroup and repel the French.
mottoesi oRei Virtutis Memordéd (Mindful of Form
Triumphantoé (Victorious even in Adversity).

The Buffs and the 37th Foot also fought with
famous quartet of battle honours consisting of Blemh@i704), Ramillies (1709.706),

Oudenarde (1708) and Malplaquet (1709). It was probably in 1707 that The Buffs received

the Dragon as their badge in token of their Tudor origin. The War of The Spanish Succession
ended with The Treaty of Utrecht in 1713.



THE SECOND CHINA WAR 18561860
AND THE PERIOD UP UNTIL 1899

The 2nd China War is worth a speci al menti on
(Huntingdonshire) and the 67th (South Hampshire) all participated in this conflict. It involved

an AngloFrench Eyeditionary Force, which compelled the Chinese to observe trading

treaties. The most significant battle was the taking of the Taku Forts on the 12th August

1860, when the 67th won four out of the five VCs awarded for the action. The fifth VC was

won by a nedical apprentice attached to the 67th, Ensign Chaplin, who was only fifteen years
three months old, the youngest recipient of this coveted award for valour. During the

campaign, Private Moyse of The Buffs won immortality by choosing to be beheaded, rather
than O0kowtowd to the Mandarin into whose han
allied occupation of Peking.

In 1857 the 31st (Huntingdonshire), 35th (Royal Sussex), 37th (North Hampshire) and 50th
(Queenbds Own) <coped Mdthyemilstind&0, the 50th,t5fthandh e | nd
70th were fighting the Maoris in New Zealand. The 67th played a full part in the 2nd Afghan

War of 18781880, and The Buffs and 57th fought the Zulus in 1879. The East Surreys and

The Royal Sussex foughttheDer¢ hes i n the Sudan, whil st The
Hampshires were in Burma.




THE CARDWELL REFORMS 18701881

Edward Cardwell, Liberal Secretary of State for War, introduced a number of major reforms

in the Army during this period. This included the abolition of purchasing commissions and
promotion. In 1872 he linked battalions in a regiment to ensure regulargehbetween

home and overseas postings and gave each regiment a county affiliation and a recruiting and
training depot within it. I n due course, The
Surrey) Regiment, The Buffs became The Buffs (East Kent) Regither,Llst and 70th

became The 1st and 2nd Battalions The East Surrey Regiment, the 35th amalgamated with

the 107th to form two battalions of The Royal Sussex Regiment (The 107th was originally

the 3rd Regiment of Bengal European Infantry, raised by Thelitha Company in 1853

and transferred to the British Army, as the 107th after the Indian Mutiny), the 37th and 67th

united to form the two battalions of The Hampshire Regiment and the 50th and 97th came
together as the two b aoyatWest KemtrRegimerit. THe®b#&h au e e n 6
the 77th became the 1st and 2nd Battalions of The Middlesex Regiment.




THE BATTLE OF SALERNO, ITALY 1943

The Battle of Salerno is the
third Regimental Day of Th
Princess of
Regiment and the
anniversary on the 9th
September 1992 marked t
formation of the new
Regiment. The day was we;

[ 2

chosen, as it commemorat 2

t he beaches in 1943. Six territorial battal.
(Queenbdbs) Brigade and 131 (Queends) Brigade
(Hampshire) Brigade.In adthn, a number of Beach Groups were manned by Hampshire

soldiers and Queensmen.

The idea was that the allies would advance quicker through Italy and capture Naples within a
few days, as Churchill said, OWhylecrawl up t
upwards? Let us stri ke at the kneed. 167 Bri
assaulting divisions and by the end of the first day; the British X Corps was ashore with
23,000 troops, 80 tanks, 325 guns and 2,000 vehicles. However, most ofettevebjhad
not been taken and the enemy still occupied the dominating heights. The days following D
Day were a mess of confused fighting, sporadic attacks, prisoners taken, men killed, strong
points ovefrun and abandoned and sometimes -@uaragain. Ths situation culminated in
6Bl ack Mondayd on the 13th Sept attabkeook when t
place, but this was blunted with the help of Naval Gunfire Support and air strikes. On the
17t h September, t he t higadejoiffgd tbechatife endbyaenextl i on s
day, nine of the Regimentds forebear battald:i
victory from the Battle of Salerno. The Germans had managed to extricate themselves and
had dictated the pace of the batrlewever the allies were not driven back to the sea and the

: ’ ¢ 3 zobjectives were eventually
seized, thanks to the
Jdoggedness of those nine

o forebear battalions.

~forces then continued their
. advance and The Buffs, East
el S rreys, Royal Sussex,
Hampshi res and Quee
Royal West Kents were all to

gain the battle honour of
Cassino on their way through Italy. Some of the fiercest figtiilhgwed the landings at
Anzio, where the 2/7th Middlesex had landed in January 1944. A month later, the 2nd
Queends Brigade, and the 1st Buffs helped to



1944 1945

The 6th June 1944 marked the lesngaited invasion of Eupe across the English Channel at

Normandy. The 1st Battalion The Hampshire Regiment were the first British infantry to land

on the Normandy beaches in France and The Middlesex Regiment was also to gain the battle
honour of the 6th June. As the allies acyahacross NorthiVest Europe, many battalions
and individuals were in converted unfamiliar roles with tanks, artillery and as paratroops.
One such individual was a Royal Sussex officer, Captain Queripel, who was awarded a
posthumous VC with the 10th Paraté Battalion at Arnhem in 1944, a battalion largely,

composed of
volunteers from the
Royal Sussex
Regiment itself.

<1944 also marked

the heroic defence of
Kohima by the 4th
Battalion The
Queends Own
West Kent Regiment.
The Battalion held

out for fifteen days
against a complete
Japanese division,
thereby buying

enough time for two
British divisions,

which included the
1st Queenobds,
and prevent the
invasion of India.

This was the turning

point against the Japanese in Burma, for thereaftgniikree never able to mount an effective
offensive. It was at Kohima that Lance Corporal Harman of The Royal West Kents won the
VC by first killing a Japanese machine gun crew and capturing the gun-sargled, then
rushing another post alone and killialyfive Japanese in it. He was then killed by a burst of

enemy machine gun fire. H
April) each year in all t
The 2nd Queeanwdsngwewid h t he

i s
he
Chii

mo st

gal l ant

Corporal so

ndits at
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t
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unique battle honour, based on the Force rather than on a specific location or action. The 2nd
Buffs had fought through to Mandalay and the 9th Royal Sussex fought in Burma alongside

theAmer i cans

The

and

Regi ment 6s

Chinese un

forebears

der

wer e

t he

command

t herefor e,

World War approached in 1945. The allied push continued across-WehEurope and
North up Italy, whilst the war in the Far East went on until the dropping of the atom bombs

on Japan.

The

Hampshire

Regi ment

wa s

George VI in 1946 to mark its distinguished service during the war.
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