MAJOR BENJAMIN INGHAM
My name is Major Benhamin Ingham, I’m the Battery Commander of 9 (Plassey) Battery, Royal Artillery.

9 (Plassey) Battery is normally equipped with the High-Velocity Missile Air Defence System.  In the last 7 months we’ve re-roled onto an unmanned air vehicle system called the Desert Hawk 3 UAV.  We’ve been out on operations in Iraq and Afghanistan supporting the Infantry, providing them with organic ISTAR, which is Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition; essentially it’s a mini spy-plane.

The equipment can overwatch troops, so it can keep an eye on soldiers patrolling within an area.  It can warn soldiers of potential danger in front of a patrol.  It can also overwatch if there’s soldiers in contact, it can make sure and spot enemy activity within the vicinity.

12 Regiment recruits from Lancashire and Cumbria – we’re the Lancashire and Cumbria Gunners.  A majority of our soldiers are from Blackpool, Preston and outlying areas, so it’s really important for us to come back here to exercise our Freedom of Blackpool which the Regiment has been offered.  9 Battery’s key affiliation is with Blackpool, hence we’re parading today through Blackpool.  

Today has been an absolutely fantastic event, the Council has been exceptional, Coral Island have laid on an absolutely superb event for us, the crowds, as you’ve seen, have turned out in force and we’ve had a fantastic day.
