KARZAI PAYS TRIBUTE TO MOTHERS OF KILLED SOLDIERS
Hamid Karzai:  To go back to Afghanistan, taking back a message from London to this very timely and important conference that we have determined the way forward towards success, that success is already there but we are now completing it and that the contribution of the world to Afghanistan is one that matters a lot, but to those that give this contribution and to the Afghan people, that Afghanistan is now ready to take more and more responsibility for the security of the country; to go to more provinces, more districts so that our friends who are serving in Afghanistan don’t have to burden the entire security for the country in that this transition has been agreed upon and that it is moving forward.
Interviewer:  For members of the Armed Services who are currently serving in Afghanistan, how much hope can you give them to realise that eventually there will be peace and you will be able to take control and indeed the Armed Forces will be able to withdraw and leave you to it in effect.
Hamid Karzai:  Maybe I can say that definitely what we are working for, the vision that we have is a certainty therefore Afghanistan will have peace, Afghanistan will have stability, terrorism will be defeated, will go away and we will have received the fruits of the sacrifices that our partners make in Afghanistan, and our own people make in Afghanistan, that the course is shot clearly and definitely towards success.  Right now we have plenty of it, we simply have to improvise on it, especially in the areas of providing security to the Afghan people and the contribution of your forces, as I witnessed just a moment ago here, is so very visible and so admirable, it is for us to see that contribution coming to Afghanistan.
Having spoken to some of the soldiers and the families of the British military here, I believe we in Afghanistan – I as the President of Afghanistan – should get more often with the British public to thank them and to let them know that there is a contribution in Afghanistan that their sons and daughters are making and that we are very grateful for it.

Interviewer:  At the moment the Armed Forces, the British Armed Forces, are fighting the Taliban, they are regarded as the enemy and yet you’re quite keen to involve them in any future government, in any future coalition almost.  How much of a challenge do you feel that that’s going to be?
Hamid Karzai:  We are encouraging those Taliban who are not part of Al Qaeda or other terrorist networks who don’t have an ideological enmity towards their own people in Afghanistan or towards the international community, and in particular those who have been driven away by circumstances in Afghanistan, to take a gun against their own people.  So the ones who are the sons of the Afghans who have no ideological enmity towards us, who are not Al Qaeda, who are not terrorist networks, that’s the group we are working on for reintegration and reconciliation and once that happens, then the Afghan Constitution is clear with this loss for the country, the Taliban who have resettled can contest elections, can participate in all other legitimate political activity as enshrined in the Constitution.
Interviewer:  Do you believe that’s a risk though?  Many people would think that that is a risk: do you feel that that is a challenge that is achievable?

Hamid Karzai:  Risk – no.  There is no risk in it for us because we have to try peace anyway.  A challenge – yes.  It’s a challenge, we have to succeed in it, we have begun, there is no backing for it and we must make sure that we do it correctly so we succeed in it.

Interviewer:  One final question.  Many families that are currently serving in Afghanistan, they have lost soldiers and people as a result of the war.  What would you say to them at this time, now you’re here, over in Great Britain?

Hamid Karzai:  Well, I met some of the young men who have sacrificed in Afghanistan, who have lost limbs.  I met a soldier who didn’t have an eye which was lost.  It’s really very difficult to come face-to-face with a reality like that for someone that has come from the UK and has sacrificed in such a huge, huge way for a common cause, but for the Afghan people.  I really have no words of gratitude that would convey the sense that I have, the emotions that I have on it.  I just wish them the best of life and I hope I can come back some day, as an Afghan, with more Afghans, in a group of Afghans, to convey this gratitude to those Servicemen and women, to their families, to the British public.
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