A BRIEF HISTORY OF (ARMY) RUGBY LEAGUE
1823 - William Webb Ellis, a pupil at Rugby School, allegedly picked up the ball and invented rugby. But there is no evidence to support this myth - even the 1895 Inquiry, which immortalised Ellis, found no proof. 
1895 - Threatened with expulsion from the RFU if they cannot prove their amateurism, 21 leading Lancashire and Yorkshire clubs meet at the George Hotel, Huddersfield on 29 August 1895. They vote unanimously to form the Northern Rugby Football Union (NU) and allow broken-time payments.

1917 – 2Lt Jack Harrison is killed in action and is awarded the VC posthumously.

1943 - A Northern Command army rugby league side defeats a Northern Command union side 18-11 at Headingley playing rugby union rules. The following year a Combined Services RL side beats a Combined Services Union side 15-10 at Bradford. These are the only RL v RU matches played until 1996. 

1993 - The Army Rugby League was formed in October 1993 by Major Martin Morris, Officer Commanding 82 Training Squadron. It had a simple aim, to provide the opportunity for soldiers to play Rugby League. With the appointment of Corporal Martin Coyd as the Secretary, the inaugural competition to be organised by the newly formed committee was a sevens competition which attracted 12 units. The tournament was a tremendous success; it illustrated a widespread interest in the game within the Army and was instrumental in the subsequent recognition of the sport in the Army.

1994 - On 28 April 1994 the Rt Hon Jeremy Hanley MP, Armed Forces Minister, made the historic announcement that Rugby League was to become a recognised sport in the Services. The announcement was in response to a campaign mounted on Rugby League’s behalf by the Rt Hon Iain Sproat MP, the Minister for Sport, with the backing of the All Party Parliamentary Rugby League Group. Rugby League would be on the same footing as other sports in the Services provided that it was organised within a formal club structure. With the inaugural Sevens Competition and a well-established competition structure in British Forces Germany and the UK Mainland, this proviso had largely been met.

On 11 May 1994 the first clash between the Army and the Royal Air Force, in what has become one of the most competitive fixtures in the Services Rugby League calendar, took place at Leigh RLFC. The Army was victors in a closely fought game, winning 24-22. The level of interest and participation in Rugby League increased at an exponential rate and a Joint Service team (Army and RAF) participated in a competition in Morocco, 11-18 July 1994, to celebrate the King of Morocco’s birthday.   Subsequent games at a representative level included fixtures against the Prison Service and the RAF; regimental teams were quickly established and the inaugural Army Rugby League Challenge Cup, the Yeoman Cup named after Major General Alan Yeoman, Director of the Army Sports Control Board was played. The competition was won by 1 Royal School of Military Engineering Regiment beating 1 Parachute Regiment in a great final.

1995 - Rugby union voted to become a professional sport which opened the possibility of matches between union and league teams. The expansion of Army Rugby League continued with the introduction of a corps competition, the Lawson Cup, and the value of having junior representative teams was recognised in 1996 when an Under 21 team (later to be the Academy at U23 level) was established; this increased the opportunity for players to experience Rugby League at a representative level and provided a stepping stone for many into the Army First XIII. 

1996 – In May Bath Rugby and Wigan RLFC, who were then England's top union and league sides respectively, made history by playing against each other at both codes of rugby. The first match was at Maine Road, Manchester under league rules, Wigan beating Bath 82-6; then two weeks later the return match was held at Twickenham under union rules the result this time Bath 44 Wigan 19.
1998 - The Navy joined the Inter-Services Tournament. This saw for the first time all 3 services competing at a representative level. The Army was the inaugural Champions beating the RAF 28-14 at Uxbridge on 1 May 98 and the Royal Navy 42-14 on 9 May 98 at Aldershot. The Army Team was coached by Mr Rick Rolt and managed by WO1 Mick Scholes RE.
1999 - Development continued apace and in 1999 the Army beat the GB and Ireland Students in the final of the Scottish Courage Cup at Knowsley Road, St Helens. They also reached the third round of the Rugby Football League Challenge Cup, having been invited to participate for the first time by the Rugby Football League.
2000 - The Army played Tonga at AFC Harrogate in a warm up game in preparation for their World Cup campaign. This was followed by a dinner in which the ARL hosted Tonga and the likes of Tevita Veikona from the Bradford Bulls.

The Army Rugby League is proud of its collective achievements and equally so of the individual successes that have included the selection of Corporals Lee Innes and Daryl Cooper (BARLA player of the year 2000) for the 2000 Great Britain and Ireland team, winning the inaugural amateur world cup.  Pte Kevin Agnew was also selected for BARLA Young Lions and Cumbria.

2001 - In April 2001 the Army toured New Zealand winning two out of three games to clinch the Test. The return series in October 2002 was not quite as successful but no less exciting. 

2004 – Corporal Dave Goddard was selected for the 2004 BARLA tour to Russia and Australia.

2006 – Corporal Lee Innes was again selected for BARLA to play France.

2008 – Corporal Smart and Taylor are selected for the GB Community Lions Squad.
International Players:
Corporal Lee Innes RE                   British Amateur Rugby League Association

Corporal Daryl Cooper RE             British Amateur Rugby League Association

Corporal Dave Goddard RE           British Amateur Rugby League Association

Corporal Rob Smart RAMC            Great Britain Community Lions & Scotland

Corporal Ben Taylor REME            Great Britain Community Lions

