GEORGE CROSS RECIPIENT, SSGT KIM HUGHES SPEAKS OF EXPERIENCE
We were in close support of the 2 RIFLES Battlegroup in Sangin.  We went out early hours of the morning on an operation to assist them in a clearance of a route.  In doing so we deployed with them; we were a Tactical Band behind the Lead Element and there was a series of events which resulted in a lot of casualties and a couple of fallen soldiers unfortunately.

Two IEDs functioned: one functioned and then approximately 5 minutes, maybe 10 minutes later, another one functioned.  We were in Close Support as I said, and we got called forward, myself and my Royal Engineer Search Team, who did an outstanding job, cleared up to the casualties and in doing so, located a number of devices in and around where the casualties were, which were dealt with by myself and the route was cleared to extract casualties and the fallen soldiers.

I then went forward and dealt with a further 2 more devices which were still in location, before we extracted back to FOB Jackson.

You’ve got fallen soldiers: they need help.  The aim was to get in and get them out, get them extracted as quickly as possible.  We were there, we were just doing our job.
