BRITISH SOLDIERS SAIL AID TO EARTHQUAKE-DEVASTATED HAITI
Captain Matt Helsby:  Following a disastrous earthquake which hit Haiti last month, 40 members of 17 Port & Maritime Regt are currently preparing to depart to aid the relief effort on the stricken Caribbean island.
Captain Chris Heyworth:  Our task is always to remain flexible, but it’s to support the RFA with their deployment, to offload the kit and equipment being loaded today.

Captain Matt Helsby:  The troops will cross the Atlantic on a Royal Fleet Auxiliary supply ship.  RFA Largs Bay is carrying aid from the UK Government, national and international Non-Governmental Organisations and donations from the British public.

Among the relief kit being delivered are Land Rovers from the Red Cross and Save The Children, as well as construction materials to provide the homeless with the ability to build permanent shelters before the onset of the hurricane season.

Captain Chris Heyworth:  I think it’s a very worthy cause and it’s good that we’re getting ourselves involved with this and providing a capability that will hopefully enhance the aid effort.

Captain Matt Helsby:  The port specialists will be responsible for delivering the equipment and materiel from the ship to the land.  With the damage to the docks at Port-au-Prince, this could present substantial challenges which the soldiers are well-prepared to deal with.

Captain Chris Heyworth:  As part of 17 Port & Maritime, our main capability is to be able to offload across beachheads.  We’re also taking out a dive team which will allow us to survey any potential landing sites, in addition to being able to offload across any port as well.

Captain Matt Helsby:  The ship should arrive on 15 Feb and once the aid on board RFA Largs Bay has been delivered, the troops will stay in the area to assist with the movement of further relief around the coast to the difficult-to-access areas.
