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READING COMPRHENSION

1A

TIME – 20 mins

1.
Read the passage then answer the questions.

2.
For each question there are four possible answers given.

3.
Select the BEST answer a, b, c or d in the test which you consider correct and put an X in the correct box on the answer sheet:

	
	a
	b
	c
	D

	1.
	
	X
	
	


4.
Only ONE choice is possible.

5.
You have 20 minutes to complete this test.

Earthquakes

Everyone knows about the Indian Ocean Tsunami that took place on 26th December, 2004.  The giant waves were caused by an earthquake under the Indian Ocean.  Approximately 275,000 people were killed in fourteen countries, across two continents.  The last two people to be killed were in South Africa and were swept out to sea more than twelve hours after the earthquake.

Where do earthquakes come from?  Imagine a football.  Imagine that the outside of a football is the outside of the earth.  A football is made up of pieces of leather put together to form a ball.  The earth is made up of twelve plates which come together to form the earth’s outer layer.  Unlike a football, where the pieces of leather are stitched together and cannot move, the edges of the twelve plates continuously move against each other.  This outer layer of the earth is called the crust.  Below the sea, the earth’s crust, which is called the lithosphere by scientists, is between three to six miles thick. Under land, the earth’s crust is between twenty and forty-four miles thick.  This is the part we live on.    Earthquakes happen along the edges where the twelve plates meet.  These edges are called fault lines and the point where an earthquake starts is called the epicentre. 

The combined annual force of earthquakes is equal to 100,000 times the power of the atomic bombs that man has created.  The magnitude of an earthquake is measured on the Richter Scale.  It is measured at the epicentre.  Starting at 1, each whole number on the Scale is ten times more powerful than the previous number.

The earthquake, which caused the Indian Ocean Tsunami in 2004, measured 9.31 on the Richter Scale.   On May 22nd, 1960 the most intense earthquake ever recorded occurred.  This was the Great Chilean Earthquake which measured 9.5 on the Richter Scale.  The epicentre was in southern Chile and caused tsunamis which affected Hawaii, Japan, the Philippines and the Aleutian Islands in Alaska.

There are about a million earthquakes every year. A large earthquake occurs about every two weeks.   Most of these take place under the sea and the vast majority of these do little harm.  The shock of an earthquake can sometimes be felt hundreds of kilometres away.  In 1985, water splashed in swimming pools in Houston, USA, after an earthquake 1,609 km away in Mexico. 

China has the worst record for earthquake deaths.  In 1556, an earthquake killed 830,000 people in Shanxi province.  In 1976, an earthquake in Tangshan province, which measured 8.2 on the Richter Scale, killed 750,000 people.

In a very bad earthquake the ground can roll like waves on the ocean.  An earthquake usually lasts for less than one minute.  The earthquake in Lisbon, Portugal, in 1755, lasted for ten minutes, and the shock waves were felt as far away as North Africa.

The 1964 earthquake in Alaska lasted for seven minutes.  This shaking caused huge cracks to open in the ground.  These cracks were up to 90 cm wide and 12 m deep.  Many buildings tilted and slid down into the cracks.
The earthquake off the coast of Peru in 1979 caused an avalanche of snow and rock on land.  The avalanche started high on the Nevados Huaascaren Mountain and moved 4,000m down the mountain.  It buried the town of Yungay under 10m of rock and killed at least 18,000 people.

There is no evidence that earthquakes are becoming more frequent.  Larger numbers of earthquakes, especially small earthquakes, are being recorded because of advances in the science of measuring and recording earthquakes.  In fact, about 8,000 very minor earthquakes are recorded each day.
1.
On 26th December, 2004



a.
a tsunami created an earthquake in the Indian Ocean.



b.
there was an earthquake in South Africa.



c.
about 275,000 people were killed immediately by an earthquake.



d.
an earthquake created a tsunami.

2.
The outside of a football can be compared to the outside of the Earth because



a.
it has fault lines.



b.
it has a crust.



c.
it is made of separate pieces.



d.
it is made of leather.

3.
The lithosphere



a.
is the same depth all over the world.



b.
is thicker under the sea.



c.
is thicker under the land.



d.
is thicker than the earth’s crust.

4.
On the Richter scale, an earthquake



a.
of 8.5 is less powerful than one of 7.5.



b.
of 8.5 will kill more people than one of 7.5.



c.
of 7.5 is ten times less powerful than one of 8.5.



d.
is measured in the same way as an atomic bomb.

5.
The earthquake under the Indian Ocean on December 26th, 2004 was



a.
bigger than the Great Chilean Earthquake.



b.
0.19 stronger than the Great Chilean Earthquake.



c.
was not quite as strong as the Great Chilean Earthquake.



d.
the same intensity as the Great Chilean Earthquake.

6.
Earthquakes under the sea



a.
are rare.



b.
never cause harm.



c.
are common.



d.
are more dangerous than those on land.

7.
Annually there are about



a.
a million large earthquakes.



b.
26 large earthquakes.



c.
a million earthquakes under the sea.



d.
52 small earthquakes.

8.
Earthquakes 

a.
usually last for 7-10 minutes.

b.
always last about one minute.

c.
rarely last for more than one minute.

d.
never last for more than 7 minutes.

9.
In 1979 the epicentre of the earthquake that started the avalanche was



a.
under the sea.



b.
in the Nevados Huaascaren Mountain.



c.
in the town of Yungay.



d.
under the snow.

10.
More earthquakes are being recorded because



a.
the number of small earthquakes has increased.



b.
8,000 earthquakes happen each day.



c.
scientists have invented improved methods of identifying earthquakes.



d.
more people are interested.
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