AFGHAN TROOPS LEARN FIGHTING SKILLS FROM BRITISH SOLDIERS IN HELMAND
Derek Tedder:  Before long the eyes of this Afghan soldier will be looking down the sights of his rifle for real when he joins Coalition Forces on the front line.

Wahid Ulah is being trained here, at a facility on the snow-capped mountains north-east of Helmand Province.  Mentoring him on how to be a soldier, capable of beating the insurgents, is the British Army.
Wahid Ulah:  During the Taliban regime I supported the Northern Alliance, so one day when my father was out walking along the street, the Taliban attacked him and beat him almost to death to send me a warning.  At the time I was very angry and felt I could do nothing about the attack; I had no power over the Taliban as I was just a civilian.

Derek Tedder:  During their intensive 8-week Warrior Course, they’re taught the basics of how to be Infanteers.  The military scenarios are tailored to the current threat from insurgents.  Skills learnt here will soon be put to the test during the major offensive against the Taliban.

Officer:  They are an equal partner, they fight alongside our soldiers, we’ve got our own embedded Training Teams and Operational Mentor Liaison Teams with them, but they’re taking the fight to the enemy and they’re very keen.  They want this war to end as much as we do – they’ve had enough of fighting, they’ve been fighting for over 30 years and all they want now are their lives back.
Derek Tedder:  There are 1,400 successful applicants for each ANA intake.  Selection is clearly not as rigorous as in the UK, but all of these men have been chosen for their fitness, patriotic zeal and determination to defeat a common enemy.  They all receive around £6,000 worth of clothing and equipment, mainly funded by the US Government.  For many the experience of receiving so much new kit all at once is clearly an overwhelming experience.

Officer:  At the end of the day we’ve given them a future, their pay has increased – we’ve doubled the salary of the soldiers – therefore more money can go back to their families.  They’re coming here, we’re clothing them, we’re equipping them, they’re getting 3 square meals a day.  The meals are generated for 12,000 soldiers under training at any one time.  We are improving the quality of their lives and that’s really the critical thing for them.

Derek Tedder:  So far over 104,000 ANA soldiers and their instructors have here at the Kabul Military Training Centre.  Over the coming years there is an ambitious programme to increase that number to around 300,000.

Of course, there is only so much a soldier can learn at a training facility, but playing an equal role during operations such as MOSHTARAK is bound to give them the confidence to take over the security of this country when Coalition Forces eventually leave.
