ARMY TRAINING CENTRE, PIRBRIGHT 
Soldier:  Army Training Centre Pirbright, which is in Surrey, near London.  We’ve got roughly about 1,000 recruits in Pirbright, about one-third of that is females and two-thirds males.
Female Soldier:  Probably it’s the largest of the training centres, we’ve 2 battalions here.  We’ve got a lot of new buildings being put up, we’ve got 3 training wings at the minute, soon to be 4 training wings, we’ve got a swimming pool, we’ve got all-weather hockey astro pitches, an excellent gymnasium facility and I believe we’re now getting a new NAAFI facility that will have internet access so they’ve got more time to relax.

Female Soldier:  I think the range of facilities that we have on this camp are second to none.
Female Recruit:  The most fun thing that we’ve done here is actually getting on the ranges and shooting on the DCT which is an indoor range.

Recruit:  The best thing about the training is the physical side: the assault course, being on the ranges, exercise, all the hands-on stuff.
Female Soldier:  If a recruit’s having personal problems and they can’t sort them out themselves, then obviously they can come to us.  We’ve also got the WRVS lady and then obviously we’ve got the Padre as well that they can go and speak to.  We encourage them to go and speak to as many people as they need to, to get the problem sorted.

The WRVS lady’s there, if they’ve got any issues and they don’t want to speak to somebody in uniform, then they can go down there.  It’s an outside source, they sit them down, have a cup of tea and it makes them feel more at home because they’ve got somebody to talk to who’s not scary in a uniform.

Recruit:  It’s a very close-knit community in Pirbright and I think it’s one of the best things about it.
Female Recruit:  We really help each other out and we’re really loyal to each other.

Recruit:  Once you get into a routine, you all start working as a team and it just comes like one big, happy family.

Female Recruit:  My advice would be bring loads of boot polish because you’ll need it for your boots, make sure you’ve got a good iron and just make sure you’ve got a strong head on to get through the 14 weeks!
