3 PARA INFANTRY AIR ASSAULT
Various soldiers:  Air assault’s a shock tactic that we use to surprise the enemy, a quick method of entry into the battlefield.
It’s rapid reaction – get in quick, get the job done.

That’s what the air assault’s all about – being able to get to these places quick, all over the world in any situation and deal with it.

We practice, practice, and practice so we know exactly what we’ve got to do and when we’ve got to do it.

You’ve got your kit with you, you’ve got all your blokes around you, you know your job.

The new Chinook’s quite a lot and obviously our exercise is really realistic.

Once the chopper lands, the thing I always get a little bit excited about is when you’re walking up behind it and you can feel the exhaust fumes.

As soon as you get on the Chinook it sort of, it hits you more.  You think, well this is actually happening now.

We’ve all come together to do one thing, which is air assault.

It takes a special kind of person to jump out of an aeroplane, to run off the back of an aeroplane that’s just landed on an enemy airfield or out of a Chinook.

And you know that these guys will back you up 100% - they’re the best mates you’ll ever meet, you’ll never meet a bunch of people like it.

The Chinook’s flying around, you’re obviously moving with the Chinook and then you look out the window and you see you’re just sometimes below the tree level.

It’s good to have your belt on because it’s really stomach-jerking, quite sickly at times!
Well, first the RAF will send in their fast jets, the artillery will be put in there, artillery rounds and mortars will go in.

It screams in, slams down, the tailgate goes down, best thing in the world because you just want to get out of it.

There’s nothing gentle about it, it’s all hard, fast and aggressive.

When you’re going at speed, you’ve really got to, as well as concentrating on where you look as well and where your section commander is and what he’s doing.  You’ve got to watch constantly at the ground.

There’ll be different platoons attacking the whole compound, there won’t just be one platoon.
We can get light vehicles like the Land Rover underslung onto a helicopter which can come in quick, drop it.  The gear’s already there, weapons are already on, ammo’s on and then we’re just good to go.

We use them to provide fire support for the Rifle Company doing an attack.

You don’t move without cover, never move without cover.

We’ll put down a wall of fire to keep the enemy’s heads down and destroy their positions so it’s safer for our guys to come up and take the positions.

As soon as it lands on the ground, you just go.
You see your objective, the house you need to go and storm, you’ve got a rough idea of what could be in there, it’s going to be some sort of terrorist.

You just look around you and see where the actual dangers are, you’ve got to be really high alert and just take in everything that you see.

Checking all the rooms.  It’s quite difficult to see if people have got weapons or not or if they’ve got hostages.

After we’ve taken the objective, obviously we have to clear the woods, looking for any further enemy.

The key is being quiet, using your hand signals, you don’t want to make any noise and it’s just keeping your eyes and ears open.

After the attack they’ll be reorg, ammo and casualties accounted for, make sure, you know, everyone’s OK.

After we’ve taken that position, that necessarily might not be it.  Helicopters will come in.  Straight back onto the chopper going on to another job straight away.  It is quite intense.
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